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Introduction 

Development of the Rocky Pond Recreational Area from 1952 to 1954 is prob- 
ably one of the more notable examples of Rutland community cooperation and 
enthusiasm in an ambitious undertaking. It was a project that attracted popular 
support and interest in Rutland. Initiated in 1952 as a Rutland Chamber of 
Commerce project under the supervision of the Recreation Committee, a great 
deal of work was done during a limited period of activity. 

The center of development was an eight-acre pond surrounded by a wooded 
area owned by the Rutland Country Club, but located within Rutland City limits. 
Access to the pond is through city-owned Pine Hill Park in the northwest section 
of Rutland. 

Combining natural beauty with accessibility, the Rocky Pond area has always 
been available to Rutland's population, but was seldom used. The focus of devel- 
opment was the swimming and beach area and an adjacent picnic area with pic- 
nic tables and fireplaces. 

Through the generous support of various service clubs, businesses and indi- 
vidual contributors and many hours of volunteer labor, the Rocky Pond 
Recreational Area grew from a mere conception in 1952 to a reality when it was 
officially opened to the public two years later. Significant events are listed 
chronologically in a Milestone Chart. Details of the overall development and 
operational phases of the project are contained in this Quarterly. 

Rocky Pond Topography 

Rocky Pond is located within a forested area in the northwest quadrant of 
Rutland City. A one-mile gravel road with a 230-foot rise connects the northern 
end of Evergreen Avenue with Rocky Pond while winding through the 275-acre 
Pine Hill Park. The road is rocky and washed out from years of erosion and lack 
of repair. It is presently closed to vehicular traffic but does offer hikers access to 
the pond in a very pristine setting. 

Rocky Pond is 8.7 acres in size and is spring fed with a maximum depth of 16 
feet. An underground stream from Rocky Pond (elevation 861 feet) flows into 
Muddy Pond having an area of 15.5 acres and an elevation of 830 feet. Outflow 
from Muddy Pond traverses Rutland Country Club property and empties into East 
Creek, a total descent of 300 feet. Bull pout, bullfrogs, blue gills, perch and trout 
have been known to inhabit the waters of Rocky Pond. In 1954, the Vermont Fish 
and Game Department stocked Rocky Pond with 500 trout at the request of 
Robert Franzoni, then head of the Rutland Chamber of Commerce Recreation 
Committee. 

Rutland City property extends to within 100 yards of Rocky Pond. Both Rocky 
Pond and Muddy Pond, although within Rutland City limits, are owned by the 
Rutland Country Club and are not included in the 275-acre Pine Hill Park. In 
1953, the Rutland Country Club gave the Chamber of Commerce a 10-year lease 
on Rocky Pond and surrounding lands for use as a recreational area. 
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Development of Rocky Pond Recreational 
Area, Rutland, Vermont, 1952-1954 



by Paul J. Crossman Jr. 

History and Development Phase 

The "Rocky Pond Project" was conceived and initiated into action in May 1952 
by the Rutland Chamber of Commerce Recreation Committee headed then by 
Robert S. Franzoni. The need for a recreational area with picnic facilities in prox- 
imity to the Rutland area was prompted by the large number of tourists inquiring 
about such facilities at the Chamber of Commerce Information Booth and by 
overcrowding at Elfin Lake in Wallingford. 

The project had been advocated for many years by Harold Valiquette who 
induced the Chamber of Commerce to give serious consideration to this site. At 
that time there was a single lane road, barely passable, extending to the Central 
Vermont Public Service power line. For the remaining one-quarter mile only a 
footpath existed. Through the leadership of Roland Seward, assisted by Valiquette 
and members of the Recreation Committee, the project took shape. 

Such a development would service both tourists and local citizens. The 
Recreation Committee formally adopted the idea and submitted the project to the 
membership for action. Verbal authorization to proceed with the project using 
right of access over adjoining city property was given by then Mayor Dan J. 
Healy. In a letter dated 16 October 1952, Edward Tracy, Chief of the Bureau of 
Environmental Sanitation, stated that water from Rocky Pond had been analyzed 
by the Laboratory of Hygiene and found to be suitable for swimming. It was also 
stated that the coliform count was not sufficient to cause any sanitation problems. 

Directors of the Rutland Country Club were consulted relative to leasing a por- 
tion of their property for recreational use. Both Rocky Pond and nearby Muddy 
Pond were located on that property. On 29 October 1952, Chairman Robert 
Franzoni reported with full authority that a lease from Rutland Country Club 
would be forthcoming, and in light of that an "Action" timetable was developed 
and work on the project was started. Peers Patterson was appointed Chairman of 
a "Rocky Pond Day" project. The goal of this project was to build a new access 
road as an extension to the existing road into the developed beach area of Rocky 
Pond, also to develop a parking area. 

An outline of the proposed development was prepared by Harold Valiquette 
and approved as a basis for start-up operations. Reginald Birmingham, a local 
lumberman, donated the services of a crew of men, the bulldozer, steam shovel 
and trucks to clear one-quarter mile of road through the woods to Rocky Pond, to 
clear the brush area and prepare the parking area for graveling. "Rocky Pond 
Day" was devoted to graveling the road and parking area. All services were 
donated by committee members. Additional goods and services were donated by 
firms and individuals. 
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Considering the large sums of donated material and services required for this 
project, the committee determined that permanent maintenance of the area be 
made an absolute necessity. The State Forest Service was reluctant to take over 
the area unless or until title to the property could be obtained. The Park 
Commission was not anxious to take responsibility for the area. However, if land 
title was secured, development could be expedited and permanent maintenance 
provided. Several groups within the city were willing to participate with services 
and finances for development of the area contingent on title transfer. With the 
Rutland Country Club's willingness to title a portion of their property to the city, 
the committee was prepared to promote the development of Rocky Pond and 
arrange for permanent maintenance. 

Milestones in Development of Rocky Pond 
Recreational Area 

1 May 1952 Rocky Pond project crystallized. 

1 August 1952 Operation "One". Brush cutting began. Chamber of 

Commerce's first step in land development. 

1 September 1952 "Rocky Pond Day". Volunteer effort to clear picnic 

area, lay fireplaces, clean up beach and parking lot and hew 
out roadway. 



16 October 1952 



Bureau of Environmental Sanitation determined that 
water from Rocky Pond was suitable for swimming. 



29 October 1952 



Robert Franzoni reported that a 10-year lease on Rocky Pond 
was forthcoming from Rutland Country Club. 



27 November 1952 Exchange Club notified Chamber of Commerce it would 
sand beach, build lifeguard tower and children's area and 
assist with road and parking area projects. 



1 January 1953 
1 April 1953 



Rocky Pond opened to skating. 

Rutland Rotary Club voted $1,000 to build bath- 
houses and concession stand. 



1 June 1953 Parking area leveled, gravel added. 

12 June 1953 Rutland Country Club voted to give Chamber of 

Commerce 10-year lease on property. 



30 October 1953 
1 November 1953 



Volunteers cleared wood growth for parking, 
picnicking and bathing areas, also road work 
Construction of fireplaces done by Lions Club. 

10 



7 November 1953 
24 November 1953 
30 November 1953 

15 December 1953 

I January 1954 
4 January 1954 

22 January 1954 

I I February 1954 

29 March 1954 

14 April 1954 

15 April 1954 

24 April 1954 

30 April 1954 

3 May 1954 

4 May 1954 
15 May 1954 

25 May 1954 
29 May 1954 

31 May 1954 
1 June 1954 



Lions Club voted to build 20 fireplaces. 

Access road scraped using Pittsford Town Scraper. 

Exchange Club removed debris and rocks from 
beach area. 

Rutland Country Club granted 10-year lease to 
Chamber. 

Rocky Pond opened to skating. 

Exchange Club added 200 yards of sand to beach 
area. 

Kiwanis Club prepared to build 20 picnic tables. 

Congdon Lumber donated 3000 square feet of 
lumber for picnic tables. W.C. Landon donated 
hardware. 

Lions Club cleared underbrush/trees for picnic area. 

Robert Simon, Asst. in Charge State Parks and 
Recreation, met with Chamber and service clubs to 
discuss plans. 

Rotary Club committed to building concession stand 
and bath houses, donated $1,000. 

Kiwanis Club completed construction of 15 picnic 
tables. 

Lions and Rotary Clubs, Vermont National Guard 
worked on clearing area. 

Parking area and road widened. 

Lions Club worked on fireplaces for eight days. 

Crushed stone base applied to new road area. 

Environmental sanitation inspection. 

Fallen trees on access road removed. 

Upper portion of road and parking area bulldozed. 

Parking area enlarged to 200'x325', graveled, leveled. 
Beach area received 6-12" gravel, 1265 yds. sand. 
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2 June 1954 B'nai B'rith voted $500 for toilet buildings. 

23 June 1954 Donald Noyes' volunteers built toilet buildings. 

25 June 1954 Road, beach and parking area scraped using Pittsford 

Town scraper. 

3 July 1954 General cleanup. 

4 July 1954 Public opening of Rocky Pond Recreational Area. 

18 June 1955 Maureen Dunn, 12, drowned at Rocky Pond. 

1956-1957 Road to Rocky Pond was black-topped. 

1957-1958 Rocky Pond opened spring of 1957. Road was 

repaired. Reduced patronage due to inclement 
weather resulted in sizeable deficit. 

Public Opening of Rocky Pond Recreational Area 

A crowd of 600 persons enjoyed opening day dedication ceremonies at the 
new Rocky Pond Recreational Area on Sunday 4 July 1954 at 2 p.m. Master of 
ceremonies was Payson R. Webber, president of the Chamber of Commerce. He 
stated that "Rocky Pond's value to the community must include the fact that so 
many organizations worked together so well." Mayor Dan J. Healy extended con- 
gratulations and compliments to "each organization and individual who made this 
dream come true." He also said he found it significant that "this beautiful park is 
opened so that the people of Rutland may in the future further enjoy the pursuit 
of happiness." He also noted that compared to the appearance of Rocky Pond sev- 
eral years earlier "the results seem indeed astounding." Roland Seward, chairman 
of the Chamber's Recreation Committee which had charge of the project, said 
"credit goes to hundreds of persons who gave time, labor, money and materials." 
Seward estimated that the value of work and materials that had gone into Rocky 
Pond development, if materials and labor were counted at going prices, would 
have been $25,000 to $30,000. Actually no public funds were spent for the pro- 
ject. The Chamber of Commerce spent about $1,800 and the rest was donated by 
Rutland organizations and individuals. 

The park was open seven days a week and was supervised and staffed daily 
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Admission on opening day was free. Rates thereafter were 
50 cents per car and 10 cents each for walk-ins. The area included a spacious 
parking lot, wooded picnic ridge area, picnic tables and fireplaces, two bathhous- 
es, concession stand, toilet facilities, sandy beach, manned lifeguard tower and 
float. 

Mr. and Mrs. Silas Hubbard operated the concession stand and also served as 
caretakers. Clark H. Mason was overseer of maintenance of the area run by the 
Chamber of Commerce. Marty Carrigan, Jr. was the first lifeguard. The 10-foot 
lifeguard tower was manned on opening day by Timothy Reardon. 
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Bathers found the water in Rocky Pond to be "warm". The children's wading 
area was full most of the day. Water depth at the new float was 12 feet. There 
were an estimated 150 cars in the 300-car parking lot. 

Additional work projects following the July opening included a footbridge, a 
path around the pond and a gate at the Evergreen Avenue entrance. 

It was reported during a meeting of the Chamber of Commerce on 6 October 
1954 that gross receipts for opening season from concession and gate totaled 
$1,558. Liability insurance in the amount of $368 was approved. Estimates to tar 
the access road were obtained. 

Continued Use of Rocky Pond Area (1955-1957) 

Tragedy struck at Rocky Pond a year after the area first opened to the public. 
Maureen Dunn, 12, daughter of James and Mary Dunn, drowned at the pond. It 
was Saturday, 18 June 1955, and Rocky Pond had opened for the 1955 season just 
a day earlier. Maureen had been swimming with several companions, but could 
not be located later in the afternoon. When Maureen failed to return home, city 
police were notified. Maureen's body was recovered at 9:40 p.m. after being 
found 10 feet north of the float in three-foot-deep water. The lifeguard on duty at 
the time of the accident was Bernard Bushee, 23, of 25 Freeman Avenue.. Bushee 
was stationed at the lifeguard tower. Jack Hall, also acting as lifeguard that 
Saturday was stationed at the float. An estimated 300 persons were at the beach 
in the afternoon. The Medical Examiner's findings revealed that the cause of 
death was drowning. It was also determined that the drowning was accidental and 
did not occur from lack of supervision. 

Local attendance at Rocky Pond was down during the 1955 season while 
out-of-state attendance was up. The "washboard" road leading to the pond, 
though not impassable or dangerous, was becoming a nuisance. It was blamed for 
keeping many people away despite the growing popularity of the area among out- 
of-staters and local people. Roland Seward, Chamber Committee president, made 
a plea to the local Exchange Club members to increase their support and patron- 
age. Estimates to make repairs to the gravel road were being obtained in August 
1955. 

During the 1956 season the Rocky Pond road was black-topped. The mile 
of entrance road was resurfaced from the north end of Evergreen Avenue to 
the park area. Thanks to the excellent volunteer work of the Rutland Exchange 
Club, Rutland Rotary Club and Chamber members, the damage was repaired, the 
beach area enlarged and a new children's area developed. Approximately $1,100 
was spent on repair and development. Attendance, seriously hampered by poor 
weather, totaled 7,000 for the season. 

Rocky Pond was opened for the 1957 summer season with anticipation of 
better attendance and increased operating revenue. Excellent supervision was 
provided by Martin Carrigan and Pete Grace. The road was repaired with the 
assistance of the Public Works Department. A new rate schedule was adopted 
that allowed use of the facilities at a lower fee than previous years. Inclement 
weather reduced patronage at Rocky Pond resulting in a sizeable deficit. Capacity 
crowds were limited to the few warm weekends of the season. 
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There is no record of continued operation at the Rocky Pond Recreational Area 
after the 1957 season. In addition to inclement weather, reduced patronage and 
operating losses, there had been extensive vandalism during the winter and spring 
off-months. 

Update 

During September 1986 the Rutland Country Club took steps toward selling 
200 acres of undeveloped land - 175 acres in the City of Rutland and 25 acres in 
Rutland Town. The parcel included Rocky and Muddy Ponds. Bids received for 
this land ranged from $500,000 to $1.5 million. Bids taken by the nine-member 
board of governors could not be acted upon without two-thirds majority approval 
by the stockholders. No action was taken. 

In July 1996, Mayor Jeffrey N. Wennberg toured the area of Rocky Pond and 
Muddy Pond, having in mind preservation of the area for future public use. 
Wennberg was trying to put together a deal that would preserve the land owned 
by the Rutland Country Club, for public recreation and ecological education. The 
parcel being considered for preservation around Rocky Pond and Muddy Pond 
totals 179 acres. In addition to its popular use by nature lovers and those looking 
for a little solitude, the mayor also envisioned a well-maintained access road, 
campsites, picnic tables, canoes, ice skating facilities and a staffed educational 
center. 

Although the Rutland Country Club does allow and encourage public use of 
this land for snowshoeing, cross-country skiing, biking and hiking, there are no 
plans to sell the property at this time. 
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'Go forth under the open sky, and list 
To nature's teachings" * 




Paulette Crossman, perched on a rock overlooking Rocky Pond, ponders 
what future the area might hold for the citizens of Rutland. 



* from Nature Studies in the Rutland Valley, Brehmer Bros. 1899. 
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